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The Criticism and Response of the Taiwanese Elite in
Opposition to the Malpractices in Local Elections in 1950s to
1960s

Su, Jui-Chiang *

Abstract
Although local elections held regularly in Taiwan from 1950s to 1960s are of

democratic form, their practical operation processes were greatly denounced oftentimes.
At that time, quite a few political elites in opposition constantly criticized the malpractices
in elections, even engaged in protests through multiple approaches. Those protests that
were launched in the age of harsh political climate had been the important course of
democratic development in Taiwan. For understanding the history of electoral
development from 1950s to 1960s, there shall be certain reference value for the research
of the issue.

First of all, the research probed into the phenomenon of the gradually corrupt
atmosphere of elections during this particular period. It discussed from the view of
governance why there were more and more malpractices in elections, and explored from
the perspective of elites in opposition to find out the reason why they devoted their energy
to the protests against malpractices in elections. Secondly, the research discussed the
patterns of numerous malpractices in elections accused by the elite in opposition, such as
vote buying, ballot rigging, illegal intervention of civil servants, uncontested election, and
the electoral and supervisory system. Moreover, the research also analyzed the protest
activities organized by the elite in opposition via the approaches of local council, judiciary,

mass media, assembly, and association.

Keywords: local elections ~ malpractices in elections ~ elite in opposition, Five

Dragons and One Phoenix, Shi Xi-xun ~ Kuomintang
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