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From the Self-selected Japanese Rule to the Authority-proposed
Japanese Occupation
- With the evolution of wording in the Taiwan Tribune, the Taiwan
Shin Sheng Daily News and the Central Daily News (1945-1951) as
example
Chen, Ming-cheng

Abstract

In the last few years, most people in Taiwan considered the "historical stage" of 50-year
colonial rule of Japan over Taiwan as  “Japanese Rule” or "Japanese Occupation”, and the
deadlock has almost turned into a "friend or foe" situation inside the society. Nevertheless, the
Executive Yuan, all of a sudden, officially declared on July 22, 2013 that all official
documents made thereafter have to employ the wording "Japanese Occupation" so as to
"defend the national sovereignty and national dignity of the Republic of China." Coincidentally,
the Taiwan Provincial Government Gazette published on November 15, 1951, by dint of state
power, required such newspapers as the Taiwan Tribune to change the wording from "Era of
Japanese Rule" to "Period of Japanese Occupation” for exactly the same reason. In view of the
noisy argument, the Author tries to look back at the official and privately-run newspapers and
the works published by some writers in those times, probes into how all circles of the society
viewed and used that "historical stage" in early post-war period, uncovers the long concealed
historical context and vivid historical data, thereby figuring out the gap and difference between
the common people, the academic community, the press and the government etc. in early
post-war period in terms of the understanding of "Japanese Rule" and "Japanese Occupation”,

researching the way in which the state apparatus readily and overbearingly took action and
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dominated by political means during the formation of "National Myth", as well as the material
impact of historical interpretation twisted by political power. Furthermore, the Author also
responds to some arguments of scholars Wan-Yao Chou and Ya-Chung Chang, as well as the

United Daily News.

Key Words: Japanese Rule, Japanese Occupation, Taiwan Tribune, Yun-Ping Yang,

historical stage, National Myth
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