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Aboriginal Writers and the History of Taiwan Island :
Using Badai's "Reefs', ""Waves' and " Moon Port" as

Examples

Hsu, Ming-Chih”

Absract

Aboriginal writer Badai, who positions himself as a "worker of ethnic culture and
history," has expanded his works beyond his hometown, the " Damalagaw Tribe," and his
identity as a "Puyuma." In recent years, he has delved into the histories of different ethnic
groups, including the Paiwan, Siraya, and Han Chinese. However, most current research
on Badai focuses on how he reconstructs the history of his own ethnic group through his
writing. This article, using Ts'ao Yung-ho's perspective on the "History of Taiwan Island"
as a research framework, examines how Badai writes the history beyond the "Paiwan" in
his works "Reefs" (2015), "Waves" (2017), and " Moon Port " (2019). It also explores the
historical perspective conveyed through the "ocean-related imagery."This article points
out that Badai uses the imagery of "reefs" and "waves" to create a "multi-causal
narrative," illustrating how history is constructed through the interaction of structure and
individuals. And the elements surrounding " Moon Port," such as "streams, ports, sunsets,
and mist," are used by Badai to reconstruct elements of local commercial history and
personal history, highlighting the agency of ordinary people within the framework of

grand historical narratives. All of these works reflect Badai's construction of a maritime

* Master, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University
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historical perspective, connecting to the discourse of the "History of Taiwan Island."

Keywords: Badai, historical novel, History of Taiwan Island, indigenous literature,

maritime historical perspective
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