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Reconstruction of the Temporal and Spatial Memory

and Life Field of the Penghu People

Chuang, Kai-Cheng

Abstract

The Penghu people’s mode of life evolved or branched over generations. The
fisheries and residential areas in the living environment are already the changing yet
integral living spaces of the island. The sea is an important lifeline of Penghu, especially
for the residents relying on sustainable living. However, the sea not only is a natural
ecosystem, but also changes in time and space. There is an important relationship
between the local life and the people and animals and includes the local knowledge of the
use of land resources and living environment. Whether it is of the living environment of
the sea or household, people’s living memory influences the formation of the space-time
background. Through the life knowledge of the sea, the people experienced all four
seasons and created the view of living alone in the environment. People’s interactions
with their homes have opened up interpretations of living spaces. Each memory of
growing up constructs an important part of the life wisdom of families. Hierarchical
ethics, child toys, and behavior models are all the results of the interdependence between
people and their homes. This paper describes Penghu people’s various hierarchical
relationships with the life field from three orientations. One orientation is the sea life
environment. The people of Penghu take the sea as the source of life. In response to the
needs of daily life, the sea perspective has formed a life field that is meaningful, symbolic
and cognitive. Another orientation is the household living environment. After the village’s
ancestral house was deserted, touches of life were left behind moment by moment. The
mobility of life and the configuration of housing are thus the memory space and an

important memory of essence in the heart of these people. The final orientation is the
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people’s memory. The growth stage is molded into sections of valuable life experiences

and life text that is passed from generation to generation.

Key Words: Penghu, life field, fishing grounds, spatial memory, local knowledge
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