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The Ritual Items of Living Space in Taiwan

The Arrangement of the Ancestral Altar

Mao,Shao-Chou

Abstract

In human beings, social interaction with varied living environments
and living processes, the human society gradually develop into different
groups. indigenous cultures and religions, which has extended into diverse
ritual modes, and represent many meanings.

In Taiwan ,the living places shape their own living cognition system
with different families under specific conditions, and people
unconsciously make the process ritualized and standardized. However,
this process not only affects the one’s personality but also indirectly
change the local cultural system; moreover, it coheres people’s
consciousness.

This article aims to distinguish the usage of the ritual items or objects
in the traditional households and attemps to implying understand the
imply meanings of general living cognition systems to the users of these
ritual items or objects. Furthermore, it also discusses the private ritual

behaviors in the current family halls, the different concept of the living
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habits and its similarities and differences, and the mutual influences of the

profound meanings between oneself and others.

Keywords: Ancestral altar, Five offerings, Incense burner, Ancestral tablets,

Kong m"a tshat “a, serving case.
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