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“American Guest from Taiwan”:
Translocal Representation of Chinese Urban Space

in Zhang Yuan’s Being Eileen Zhang*s Neighbor

Hsieh, Hsin-Chin

Abstract

This essay aims to examine the translocal imagination of urban space in China, with a
focus on multicultural perspective, in Zhang Yuan’s writing. Zhang Yuan is a Taiwanese
female writer, who moved to the United States in the 1990s, then relocated to Beijing and
now settles in Shanghai. Her multiple relocations among Taiwan, the United States and
China have influenced her writing of urban space, which exemplifies women migrants’
connection with different geographical locales and representation of places on the basis of
local condition and homeland memory. Zhang Yuan’s Being Eileen Zhang’s Neighbor
(2008) will be analyzed to investigate how Chinese cities are portrayed and criticized
from a significant cosmopolitan viewpoint of migrants who are cultivated with western
civilization and multiculturalism. After encountering cultural differences in multiple
societies, this essay suggests that Zhang Yuan’s literary representation of urban space as
an enclave is socially and culturally constructed as a site of translocal imagination and
cultural hybridization. The image of place is not only reinvented by material and cultural
encounter and migratory trajectory, but also reveals how local urban space in China is

transformed and created by middle-class migrants’ privilege and cosmopolitanism.

Key Words: Zhang Yuan, migrant, transnational movement, urban space
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® Yingjin Zhang, “Transnationalism and Translocality in Chinese Cinema.” Cinema Journal 49.3 (2010),
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® Homi Bhabha, “The World and the Home”, Social Texts, 30/31 (1992), p. 148.
® Aihwa Ong: Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality(Durham: Duke University
Press, 1999), p. 6.
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