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Vote Buying and Vote Rigging:
An Investigation of Taiwanese Election Phenomenon From the

Aspect of Sayings and Proverbs

Tseng, Kuei- Chuang
Abstract

Sayings and proverbs on appearance are expressions of the living culture, but their
deep meanings are a reflection of the era and social and political implications, as well as
true embodiments of the human history development. The paper views the history from
the meanings of sayings and proverbs, and lists historical facts relating to sayings and
proverbs through broad collection and organization of memoirs of contemporary people,
newspapers, magazines and diaries in order to confirm the meanings of sayings and
proverbs and the true public perception of Taiwanese elections under the ruling of the
Kuomintang after World War II.

Election related Taiwanese sayings and proverbs include: “there is no teacher for
election, all you need is money”, “you can have no money for the rice, but you can not
have no money for an election”, “good services still lose to New Taiwan Dollar”, “lost
the election to Sun Yatsen”, “big-scale vote buying for a big election, small-scale vote
buying for a small election, and vote buying even if there is no election”.

In the period from 1949 to 2000 when Taiwan was ruled by the Kuomintang, including
a 38-year martial law period from 1949 to 1987, Kuomintang practiced fraud in all levels
of elections to stabilize its political foundation in Taiwan and created a different type of
Taiwanese miracle, a culture of election fraud, which is an open secret in our society.
Though there was a change of ruling party in 2000 and the country stepped into a

democratic stage, election fraud is still in existence and substantially impacts the

country’s democratic development. One effect is that politics has been controlled by only
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few people who evolve into official-business collusion or black-gold political groups. The
second effect is that the value of democracy has long been distorted and can not be deeply
rooted in people’s hearts, thus causing an unhealthy political personality of the country’s
citizens. The third effect is that the congress has been operating without following the
constitutional norm as a result of fraud, and can not play its role of benefiting the public
and supervising the government, and thus leading to a slow progress of the country.

As the saying goes, “The Kuomintang wins an election in two ways, vote rigging and
vote buying”. The paper shows the election culture reflected in Taiwanese sayings and

proverbs in the past few decades in the two parts of “vote rigging” and “vote buying”.

Key Words: Taiwan, election, sayings and proverbs, Kuomintang
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