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Can Taiwan Be Saved?

Core motifs in Li Qiao’s Late Novels

Yang, Tsui

Abstract

Having long stopped writing panoramic novels, at a time around 2010, Li Qiao
retrieved his pen. A rigorous amount of new works demonstrated his high-spirited
creativity: the so-called “Sentimentality Trilogy” ——The Ring of Curse (2010), V
and His Body (2013), Legends of Funeral Homes (2013), and, more recently, Tales of
Asia (2017). With strong will for composing the “final opus,” Li Qiao impressed
readers by aesthetic styles different from those in his earlier masterpiece Wintry Night
Trilogy. Facing these new novels, Li Qiao once used “late novels” to define. Likewise,
some reviewers employed “late style,” a term that this paper will appropriate, too.

The characteristics of Li Qiao’s “late style” can be examined from several
aspects. First, most of the content not only responds to but also transmutes Taiwan’s
reality. Second, in these novels, concrete thoughts are given in order that they can
help orient pathways towards Taiwan’s redemption—meanwhile, a new paradigm as
how a world and a country should be is thoroughly discussed in cultural discourse.
Third, nevertheless, these novels do not mirror reality. Instead, they are detached from
real life because Li Qiao adopts highly political allegories to show his concerns over
present Taiwan, a technigue that procures very attractive tension. Fourth, it is clear
that novelist Li Qiao enjoys playing on aesthetic forms; each novel is wrapped with
different artistic norms. Fifth, such artistic aesthetics does not live for the form only,

neither is it isolated. On the contrary, aesthetics in Li Qiao’s late novels serves as the
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vehicle for his content and thought.

If we can use merely one sentence to conclude the characteristics of Li Qiao’s
late style, that will be: in the content, what Li Qiao wants to ask is “Can Taiwan be
saved?” “How?” In the form, significant aesthetic qualities in Li Qiao’s late works
include a meta-discourse “author speaks,” polyphonic narrating views, constantly

“breaking rules” and “countering orthodox.”

Keywords: Li Qiao, Taiwan’s redemption, breaking rules, fighting against,

self-healing, requiem
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