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Exploring the Poetics of Irony:

Chen-Li’s Poetry as a Case Study

Nikky Lin

Abstract

Irony is not only a rhetorical device but also an important concept in many
knowledge fields such as philosophy, music, politics, etc. Although irony has a long
history, from ancient Greece to postmodern times, it has developed into many forms. It
derives from the same structure and shares the same characteristics. Focusing on the
complexity and multiple facets of irony in Taiwanese poet Chen-Li’s poetry, this article
explores how the poet develop his new poetics while contending with the intricate and
confronting elements of irony. By doing so, this article also aim to establish the

possibilities of a so-called “poetics of irony.”
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