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The Problematization of “Realism”
A study on the Representation of Taipei

in Féi Yan Qu Lai and Home, Sweet Home

Chang, Li-Hsuan

Abstract

This article focuses on the constructionof “realism” in Taiwan by analyzing the
representation of Taipei in Fei Yan Qu Lai (Meng Yao, 1969) and Home, Sweet Home
(Bai Jingrui, 1970). Both the two texts are topic for“Study Abroad Student Problem”,
the novel represents Taipei as a foreign land, the depressed intellectuals in the city
feel out of place and justlike the flying swallows come and go; the cinema builds
Taipei as a sweet home with both traditional and modern culture,the city makes the
overseas students change their mind and stay in Taiwan. My goal is not only to show
the differences between novel and film but alsoto indicate the imaginary construction
of cultural production after the end of U.S. Aid and during the period of Chinese

Cultural Renaissance Movement.

Keywords: Meng Yao, Bai Jingrui, Overseas Students Literature,

Realism, “Healthy Realism” Cinema
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-Thomas Hardy, “The Science of Fiction”
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