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Transformation of National Identity of A White Terror
Political Victim

Based on The Course of Wang, Kang-Min’s Life

History

Lee, Mei-Hui"

Abstract

Wang, Kang-min was born in Lukang, Changhua, during the Japanese colonial
period. He inherited multiple identities from his father, Wang, Yung-tzung. After the age
of 7, he settled overseas for a long time, and his identity presented a more complex aspect
compared to his contemporaries in Taiwan.

The left-leaning Wang, Kang-min returned to Taiwan in 1947. In 1950, the
government of the Republic of China vigorously suppressed the Communist Party. He
was accused of participating in a rebellious organization and sentenced to 15 years in
prison. After his release, Wang Kang-min openly admitted to being left-leaning and
became closer with leftist friends.

During the White Terror period, political victims such as Lin Shu-yang remained
loyal to communism throughout their lives; others like Tun, Nan-shan, Chen, Ying-tai,
and Wang, Kang-min gradually developed a sense of local consciousness and became
part of Taiwan's democratic faction after abandoning socialism. From this it can be seen
that there can be a turning point in national identity for political victims. Furthermore,
Wang Kang-min's transformation provides Taiwanese people with an important
revelation: national identity based on emotions towards land, culture, and history is the

true heartfelt connection.

Keywords : Wang, Yung-Tzung, Wang, Kang-Min, Taiwanese Overseas, White

Terror, Political Victim, National Identity

* PhD student, Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature, National Taiwan Normal
University.
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