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A Study of Hsiang Yang

——Poetry Magazines as Method

Tsai, Min-Hsuan”

Abstract

Few people have investigated the Hsiang Yang found in poetry periodicals.

When we look back on the lives of poets, we can find traces of Hsiang Yang’s
poetry and thought scattered throughout the 1970s and 80s. Hsiang Yang entered the
Chinese Culture University Japanese department in the middle of the 1970s. Here he
joined the Hanaoka Poetry Society, which together with the Whistle Poetry Society and
the Poetry Veins Society formed the soil for the cultivation of his poetry. A careful
search found that a poem titled “Chant of the Maiden Voyage” within the poetry
magazine The Earth (October 1975) records the first voyage at sea of this poet from the
interior (Nantou), profiling the night scenery of the Taiwan Strait. Whether as a record
of his life or of regional geography, this poem can be seen as setting the tone for the
investigation into the aesthetics of Hsiang Yang’s poetry.

Poetry magazines in the 1970s were those of a new generation of brilliant
Taiwanese poets, not like those of the past under official control like The Epoch Poetry
Quarterly, Contemporary Poetry, and Blue Star Poetry which, despite having a
mainstream position within literary circles, were clearly only aimed at people with
similar backgrounds. Poetry magazines such as Dragon Poetry, Mainstream Poetry,

Roots Poetry, The Earth, Poets Quarterly, and Bundle of Sunshine, one after another

* Ph.D Candidate, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature, National Taiwan University
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burst into the limelight in the 1970s. One of their characteristics was that most of them
were led by intellectual youths in university, and that besides bringing together poets
from the same generation, they also hoped to converse with poets from earlier
generations. Even more, heeding the call for a return to reality, society and the land
were also subjects of their exchange. The poetry magazines of this generation had the
character of a dialogue, which was unlike anything seen before.

This article shows how Hsiang Yang served as a link between past and future as
literary thinking in Taiwan underwent a “directional change.” By investigating the
significance of poetry magazines as a medium, the position, literary creations and
activities of Hsiang Yang in poetry magazines of the 1970s and 80s are explored, in
hope of being able to the reconstruct the path of the poet’s poetry and thought and to
further represent and reconsider how poets from the 1970s onwards tempered

themselves through the two major waves of realism and modernism.

Keywords : Hsiang Yang, poetry magazine research, modern poetry magazines,

realism
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