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A Study on the rationale and functionalities of the
Taiwan Maritime Affairs Association established during

the Japanese colonial period

You, Jhih-Sheng
Abstract

In the Taiwanese Maritime history, during the Japanese colonial period,
several important maritime-related associations established after 1925 had
chairmen and members previously served as chiefs or officers in the Taiwan
Governor-General Office or local Prefectural Halls. These groups were set up
through the collaboration between the government and private sectors to
execute or promote maritime affairs. Taiwan Maritime Affairs Association was
one of the examples. This study focused on the publications of Taiwan
Maritime Affairs Association and supplemented other official archives and
documents, such as “Taiwan Governor-General Office Public Archives” and
“Taiwan Governor-General Office Report”. The purpose of this study was to
understand the overall operation of the Taiwan Maritime Affairs Association
through examining the process of its establishment, members, and
responsibilities.

The study found that the year of 1936 was a turning point for the
Association in terms of its work and internal development. It started to heavily
lean towards the government compared to its past due to the Association’s
rules being revised in January of 1936. The change resulted in the Chief of
Transportation Bureau acting as the chairman of the Taiwan Maritime Affairs

Association and triggered the Transportation Bureau’s involvement in the
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Association’s operation. Hence, the Association started to provide its services
to Taiwan Governor-General Office in 1937. Taiwan Maritime Affairs
Association can be considered as one of Transportation Bureau’s external
affiliated groups. Why did Taiwan Governor-General Office choose to get
involved with the Taiwan Maritime Affairs Association which was formed by a
group of retired officers from the General Office and citizens? Via available
data and researches, the study concluded that it was driven by the return of

Japan’s Southward Policy in 1930.

Keywords: Taiwan Maritime Affairs Association, Taiwan

Governor-General Office, Transportation Bureau; Southward Policy
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