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A Preliminary Study on Board Game’s Function of
Reculturation:

Literature Lockdown and Taiwan Literature

Chang, Li-Hsuan”

Abstract

With board games having become a cross-curricular teaching instrument in the
Language Field of the 2019 Master Framework for the 12-year Basic Education
Curriculum Guidelines, how can Taiwan literature take part in this new form of teaching
and playing games? What kind of connections could there be between Taiwan literature
and games?

This article is a preliminary study of the “translation” of Taiwan literature into
games. Translational research has its beginnings in the field of clinical medicine as the
combined application of basic research. Since then it has gradually spread to the fields
of public health and the arts and humanities. The board game Literature Lockdown is
one of the attempts at the “translation of Taiwan literature,” a process which this article
calls “reculturation” — a restructuring and rewriting of a cultural mode — due to its
difference from literary production. On the basis of the author’s experience participating
in this attempt, the method of translating “Taiwan literature research” into a “board
game” is explained. This includes the collecting of objects in museums and the
establishment of databases, and how these “systemized” and “digitized” research

resources have been integrated into the game mechanics, such as in the four player types
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(garrison command, informant, editor, author) and the four card types (author card,
function card, publication card, banned book card). Finally, the article points out the
potential application of the translation of Taiwan literature into board games within
interdisciplinary teaching.

Similar to how the concept “translational medicine,” besides combining laboratory
research with clinical applications, also includes returning from “bedside to bench,” this
article first elaborates the “reculturation of literature” from the perspective of “the
application of academic research to creative works,” in the hope that this attempt will in
the future lead to “translational literature” research that returns from “the application in

creative works to academic research.”

Keywords: White Terror, literary field, National Museum of Taiwan Literature,

reculturation, games
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