5 (7)) ANBE &8 THEERY ) WRFSRIER
ﬁ i

n
o
il

EES

FEY 1984 FFRRIFFLIIUR - JIABEFEER (k) &SN EE A
BE% > AR BZNERZIF - A ESE A IR D4 - SR N L ARTT
REEPEE BIRAEERIERTE SR E AN E R EFE ST L - &
IEisEE 2 S PR B AR R SR AR R (e lERE R rsR M SE R Se R DU
HER ARG © RSN H B SR R HYRIEER (4 - T — 15 2SR
JEVRE 2 En A (A B ST - [RINF NS (S5 5 dafy " 1815 | - ASCEZN TR
FENRY 1984 FHUIEE LS IREL " Rax BT EEH ) WERRES - RHFHRHTE
B BRI HRREE RS © ST » AR 1984 226 ~ 1986 Bk ~ 1990 ZFenis
ZREE NSRS R EEE R R ABH R UME R R EEBR R N R Rk HY
—UlR > ERHGERSVNEE COFREEREER  EERERERA > 5&i&

R AR R S A

BREEE - RO ~ KRV - EHER - TR B

FRE LS F R FE S ATE L W R
<






Please (Don’t) Take It Personally:

Li Ang’s Games of Symbols in “Love Letters” Series

Tai, Hua-Hsuan

Abstract

Li Ang was frequently attacked ad hominem after the controversial “The
Butcher’s Wife” won an award. She published the four “Love Letters” series in 1984,
which served as an intentional experimental work. The traditional readership sees the
characters in the novels as the revelation of the author’s self-experience, and hence,
projects the resentment on Li Ang. Consequently, Li Ang’s awareness of challenging
the tradition was raised. With the games of symbols and the techniques of metafiction,
she aimed to shake the legitimacy of readers’ habit of taking everything personally. At
the same, she started revealing the dialectical relations of reality and fiction. This
metafictional style is an important turn in Li Ang’s writing, and she accidentally
received Yang Ching-chu’s “response letter”. On the one hand, this essay mainly
examines the writing strategy “metafictional monophonic epistolary” Li Ang used in
the 1984 “Love Letters” series and the dialectics it triggered. On the other hand, this
essay sees Li Ang’s (1984 ) , Yang Ching-chu’s (1986) , and Li Ang’s (1990)
three waves of Love Letters series as a whole, and further argues that this series is
enough to serve as a diagram of Taiwanese metafiction development. This series
represents the literary facet of how Taiwanese metafiction was experimented and
explored, how it fledged, and how it lost its avant-garde significance after the fad of

Taiwanese Realism in the 1970s.

Key words: Li Ang, metafiction, epistolary, symbol, Yang Ching-chu
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