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Revitalization of Miatungusu and Representation of Ethnic
Identity:A Case Study of the Hla’alua in Tauyuan Hsiang
(1993-2003)

Lin ,Yao— Tungi

Abstract

Hla’alua, a Taiwanese indigenous people, has been living in the
villages along the Kaoping river for several hundred years. The
adventurers from foreign countries and researchers from research
institutes have visited this people’s villages since the 19 century, and they
wrote down some reports about Hla’alua’s social organization and culture.
However, Hla’alua is still a rarely known indigenous group in Taiwanese
society.

In the 1990s, miatugusu, a unique Hla’alua shell god ritual, attracted
unexpected public attentions. In order to revitalize miatugusu, several
experts from ethnological musicology, linguistics, and anthropology began
to cooperate with Hla’alua people and try to represent miatungusu in the
field and on the stage. Then, miatugusu was quickly viewed as a key
symbol of Hla’alua identity.

In this article, I would like to describe and interpret the process of
the revitalization of miatungusu and representation of Hla’alua identity.
This exploration may benefit to the studies of Taiwanese literature and

culture studies.

Key words: Hla’alua, miatungusu, identity, ritual, revitali

" Adjunct assistant professor, National Taipei University of Education.
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