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Realism, Indigenism and Taiwanese Poetry :

Xiang Yang’s Discussion of the History of Poetry in the 1970s.

Chen ,Ying-Chou’

Abstract

By analyzing how Xiang Yang discusses the development of poetry in the 1970s,
this paper traces the three aspects of his discussion: realism, indigenism, and Taiwanese
poetry. First, it will discuss Xiang Yang’s two monographs on the development of poetry
in the 1970s, showing two aspects of his discussion of the history of poetry in the 1970s:
The modern poetry polemics and the realist poetry trend advocated by emerging poetry
societies is the mainstream poetry trends, and "Li" and indigenism is the undercurrent
poetry trends of the 1970s. These two articles can provide a comprehensive understanding
of the development of poetry in the 1970s. On the other hand, Xiang Yang also tried to
review the development of Taiwanese poetry after the war, review the budding of
Taiwanese poetry in the 1970s, and gradually incorporate Taiwanese poetry into the
context of the debate on “Native Taiwanese Literature”, thus presenting the third aspect
of the discussion of poetry in the 1970s: Taiwanese poetry. Unlike other commentators
on the history of poetry, Xiang Yang is not only a writer of the history of poetry, but also

a participant in the history of poetry. He stands in the three contexts of postwar poets and

* Adjunct Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Innovation, National Chung
Cheng University.
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realism, indigenism, and Taiwanese poetry. He provides a breadth of discussion of the

history of poetry in the 1970s from the perspective of multiple contexts.

Keywords: poetry in the 1970s, modern poetry polemics, poets of the post-war

generation, ""Li", indigenism, Taiwanese poetry.
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