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The Precept Breaking Monk ?
A Brief Discussion on the Cheng Yuan Event
in Tainan Kai Yuan Monastery

Mao, Shao-Chou

Abstract

Tainan Kai Yuan Monastery is one of the largest lineages in Taiwan Buddhist
history. The temples and sanghas under this lineage are all over the world. They
are not only highly respected in the history but also carry the important social
education function.

During the Japanese colonial period, Taiwan Daily Newspaper, Tainan News and
Zhanghua Chongwen Association consecutively reported the event of monk Cheng
Yuan about his “stealing someone’s wife, carrying huge amount of money away” and
his crime later on. These reports profoundly injured Cheng Yuan’s reputation,
moreover, it also seriously influenced the future development of the temple.

Based on the equality of human dignity as much as possible, this article attempts
to reach this Buddhist precept breaking event during Japanese colonial period in
Tainan from the missing aspects which had never been observed. It also bases on the
spirit of human rights, Principle of Presumption of Innocent, goodness of human
nature, fairness and justice to re-observe the possibility of breaking precept and

misconduct by monk Cheng Yuan.

Keywords: Cheng Yuan, Zheng Cong Xing, Kai Yuan Monastery, human rights,

Principle of Presumption of Innocent
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