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Observation on Mr. Chiang Wei-shui’s Public Funeral

on 23th August 1931

Lo, Chia-hui
Abstract

Mr. Chiang Wei-shui was an important figure in Taiwan during the nonviolent
resistance against Japan. When Chiang passed away in August 1931, up to five
thousand people participated in his funeral, making an unprecedented “public funeral”
for the very first time in Taipei. From Mr. Chiang’s public funeral, we can observe the
political and social phenomena in Taiwan at that time. First, the funeral mobilized
most Taiwanese proletarian groups, but the term tai-chiong(“public”) triggered a
debate between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. This debate reflected the
frictionwithin the political and social movement itself. During the funeral service,
Japanese police officers’ presence and censorship clearly portrayed the inequality
between the colonial power and the colonized people. Mr. Chiang Wei-shui’s public
funeral was an important event in the Taiwan colonial resistance movement. Moreover,
it was the time that leftist groups across nations eagerly sought international allies to

encourage local revolution, it was unfortunate that Mr. Chiang Wei-shui died too

young.

Keyword: Chiang Wei-shui, public funeral, proletariat
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