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The gender politics of “Lazy and Disgusting Women”

Re-reading of the negative female stereotypes in the mid-

Japanese colonial period in Taiwanese Folk Song Pamphlets.

Shi, Ting-Yu

Abstract

In the middle of the Japanese colonial period in Taiwan (1920-1937), many
civilization concepts were transmitted into the Taiwanese Colonial society. Due to
basis of Confucianism, the notion of a patriachal society, also known as, Women ‘s
Education, the Taiwanese society were forced to come to terms with making cultural
changes. This “pressure to change or quit” was not only critiqued in New Taiwanese
Fiction Literature, but also adressed in the entertainment aspects of Taiwanese Folk
Song (Koa-a) Pamphlets.

In this passage, we discuss the “lazy and disgusting” content in Taiwanese
Folk Song Pamphlets, when these negative images of women in these songs were
researched and critiqued, it was always considered in sexual context where men used
the term to maintain patriachal power and identity.

In conclusion, to due to the changes in Taiwanese Colonial Period, the social
atmosphere of gender equality, free choice for marriage, women in the work place and
Capitalism, broke the heirachy of gender roles. Perhaps we can learn through the
radical reading strategy to re-read the images of “lazy and disgusting women” created
by men. To consider that they were the cultrurally significant in Taiwanese Folk
Songs that had a positive juxtaposition in men’s regression discourse through passive-
aggressive behavior to try to fight for their gender power and self-determined rights.

KEYWORDS: the mid-Japanese colonial period, Taiwanese Folk Song (Koa-a)
Pamphlets, lazy and disgusting women, Gender Politic, passive-aggressive

behavior
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