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Sexual Politics in the Film? :
On the Mother-daughter Relationship and Regional

Imagination in The Moon Also Rises and “Xi Lian”

Wang, Yu-Ting"

Abstract

In a collection of serial novels set in Lugang, the short story “Xi
Lian” has been adapted into a film entitled “The Moon Also Rises” by the
Taiwanese director Lin Cheng-sheng in 2005. However, the issue involves
not only the media and content differences between the original story and
the adapted film, but also the different sexual politics that the female
writer and the male director present respectively. The writer Li Ang has
openly argued that the similarities and differences between original story
and adapted movies lie in the sex issues and plot modifications. Is the film
that different from the original as to arouse Li Ang’s arguement? Or does
the film alternatively offer some insights for discussion by the usage film
language than the original? The story “Xi Lian” focuses on the
generational conflict between mother and daughter and their living in
Lugang. In Li Ang’s novels, she implicates her thoughts of feminine
regional imagination and its complex relationship with sex and locality,
which also signifies Li Ang’s writing career in Lugang. This paper intends
to discuss the qualitative changes made in the adapted film by focusing on
the mother-daughter relationship and feminine regional imagination as
well as to clarify the sexual politics presented by Lin Cheng-sheng in the
film. In contrast, the way how interpret Li Ang’s descriptive strategy and

dialectical thoughts from the prespective of sexual politics in the early

* Assistant Professor, Institute of Taiwan Literature,National Tsing Hua University
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