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The Report and Restraint of Overseas News in Taiwan

during early postwar period : A Case Study in the

Report of Shibuya Incident
Ho, I-Lin

Abstract

After the world WarlIl, the newspapers published in Taiwan were full of the
international and mainland China news such as the United States China policies and
meetings held in the United Nations. From the newspaper’s layout, one could see that
newspapers used the international news to attract readers by putting the international
news on the cover page. By the same token, this also a sign that people were
interested in the international affairs. Therefore, when Japanese policemen gunned
down Taiwanese in Shibuya Tokyo in July 1946, the incident was widely published in
Taiwan newspapers. There were some journalists went to Japan to obtain the first-
hand information even the media main source for the international news was China
News Agency at that time. There were many different voices, critiques and analysis
published in newspapers after the Shibuya event which reflected the full scope of
media freedom in Taiwan. However, after the Shibuya incident, the degree of media
freedom was greatly reduced and people seemed no longer interested in the
international affairs. Although the increase of restriction on media after the war was
highly related to the 228 incident, the Shibuya event demonstrated the process of how
the media climate had changed in Taiwan. From the flourished but short-lived media
freedom, then followed by restriction especially toward the oversea news, and finally
came to the total prohibition on the publication of domestic and international news.
Keywords : Shibuya Incident, News media, Overseas News, Freedom of the

Press, 228 Incident
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