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The tactics and strategies of the Penghu sea battle

between the Zheng and the Qing Dynasty

Lee, Chi-Lin

Abstract

The Penghu sea battle between the Zheng &} and the Qing Dynasty was
the largest battle at sea in the early Qing Dynasty. This was the battle the Qing
Dynasty had to win, and this was also the battle of survival for the Zheng
Dynasty. Both sides gathered all their elites to make a decisive battle. Zheng,
with the geographical strength and the fort batteries on shore, used the joint
defense strategy waiting at ease for the approaching Qing navy, which was
bashed early in the battle. However, after Shi Lang Jifi¥8 changed the tactics,
the situation quickly turned worse for the Zheng. After hours of fighting,
Zheng Navy was wiped out and almost annihilated. The outcome broke down
the morale of Zheng's military and finally led to the collapse of the regime.

In this battle, both Zheng's and Qing's navy generals and the styles of
warships were inherited from the Ming Dynasty. This was a battle led by the
former Ming Dynasty generals. Qing government had several years to prepare
before the war, but Zheng was in a rush to fight. The main types of warships
used during the battle, also used during the Ming Dynasty, were the Bird Boat
and the Pursuer, paired with some small vessels like the Watercraft and the
Galley. Although both sides were with similar amount of warships, the Qing's
warships were newly built with superior structure and performance. The

Zheng's older warships had been used for years, with less stable structure.
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Therefore, the Qing got the upper hand in terms of weapons. My article
will look into both sides' preparation before the battle and the strategies used
during, and try to explore from these war-related factors, the reasons for the

Qing Dynasty's victory the Zheng Dynasty's defeat.

Keywords: Zheng Dynasty ~ Qing Dynasty - Penghu sea battle ~ Taiwan ~

Shi Lang ~ Warships
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