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An Initial Discussion on The Course of Change and

Development of the Geographical Name of “Nankan”

Mao, Shao-Chou Tseng, Dan-Ni
Abstract

Nankan, a native community in the northern Taiwan, is one of the earliest regions that
had contact with the outside world. In the past, the general term of Nankan might be
included the current districts- Luzhu, Guishan and Bade in Taoyuan city

Nowadays, “Nankan” is still used as a geographical name for “Nankan Village”. Its
administrative division class is village which is the fourth administrative district unit
under Luzhu district in Taoyuan city.

Today, there are two main theories as to the origin of the geographical name- Nankan,
the topographic positional theory and the transliteration theory. Majority of the academic
and the local fields tend to focus on the topographic positional theory to define the causes
of development on this geographical name.

By researching the existing historical documents, exploration, collecting and
consulting lots of data. This article has associated with the process of dialectical thinking
and pursuit transliteration theory as the focal point which inference some other possible
answers of cause as to the origin of the geographic name of “Nankan”. Going forward
will also provide further reference regarding the issue of environmental changes affected

by the early contacts of ethnics.

Key Words: Lamcam, Nankan, Taoyuan City Luzhu District, geographical name

research, Pingpu tribes
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