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Problems of Local Governance in the early ere of
Colonial Taiwan :
A Study of the “Diary of the Inspection to Benmushos” of

Hashiguchi Bunzo in Taipei Prefecture

Huang, Mei-Hui ~

Abstract

Under Japanese rule, there was a reform of the local administrative system in
May, 1897, in which Taiwan was divided into six prefectures and three districts. For
the operation of this reform, 86 local offices “Benmusho” (##75%&) were created
under the prefectural level. The Governor-general of Taiwan established these local
offices identical to the county offices of his homeland in Japan. Meanwhile, the
Government placed under the “Benmusho” an old administrative system of the Qing
dynasty, the Chief of streets/villages order, as an auxiliary apparatus for the local
administration.
This paper analyzes the situation of the “Benmusho” of Taipei prefecture in the latter
half of 1897 from the viewpoint of Hashiguchi Bunzo through the examination of his

diary and points out the problems that existed in the colonial administration.



Furthermore, this paper focuses on the knowledge and personal experience of an

official in the Meiji period, in this case of Hashiguchi Bunzo in colonial Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwan Under Japanese rule, Bureaucrat in Colonial Administration,

Hashiguchi Bunzo, Local Administrative organization, Benmusho (3##5&)

* Assistant Professor of Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Chinese Culture
University.
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