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The Presence/ Un-presence in Historical Memories

——a Study on the Sugarcane Farmers and Their

Association in the Er-Lin Event

Tu, Yun-Ping"
Abstract

Having occurred in October 1925, the Er-Lin event is the first revolt originated
by sugarcane farmers in Taiwan under Japanese Rule, against the act that sugar
production companies forcefully purchased sugarcanes from them. While examining
the causes and course of the event, we find that the intellectuals were highly involved,
especially Li Ying-Zhang, who was a member of the Taiwanese Culture Council then.
He enlightened the sugarcane farmers, helped them write petitions and organize the
first sugarcane farmers’ association. Previous researches mainly emphasize on the
“Grand Narrative,” which interpret more on the intellectuals’ contribution, while the
participant sugarcane farmers, whose names unknown, were barely noticed or
discussed and thus disappeared in the mainstream of nationalist discourses.

This paper aims at thinking outside the frame of the intellectuals and “Grand
Narrative”, and reviewing this part of history from the perspective of the farmers
through literary texts. The personas in Lai He’s poem “Conscious Sacrifice—to My
Er-Lin Comrades” (1925) and novel “Harvest” (1932), are both sugarcane farmers
involving in the Er-Lin event. However, while the former gives high praises to
sugarcane farmers, the latter quite disagrees with the farmers’ association, and there

seems to be a mutual exclusiveness in between. By analyzing literary texts and
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consulting historical texts, | would like to find out how the sugarcane farmers thought
about the Er-Lin event and sugarcane farmers’ association, and reconstruct the
relationships among the sugarcane farmers, the sugar production companies and the

farmers’ association.

Keywords: Lai He, “Harvest”, sugarcane farmers, Li Ying-Zhang, the sugarcane

farmers’ association, the Er-Lin event
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