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The Research on the Interaction between Kuomintang( KMT )
and Local Factions during Martial Law Era—A Case Study

on the Development and Election of Erlin Township Factions

Hung ,Shih-Tsai

Abstract

So-called Public Service Branch —the local chapter of Chinese Nationalist Party

(KMT) -was once equivalent to the superior of the local administration unit during the

Martial Law period. The organization and personnel of the Agricultural Cooperatives
were even affected by the local chapters of KMT. Their power is just like a kind of
political system whose state power is exercised by the political party. The
administration of Erlin Township, public service branch of KMT and the development
of its local faction specifically reflect the interaction between local politics and factions
under the authoritarian power of Chinese National Party.

The Chinese National Party retreated to Taiwan in 1949 and used the election
mechanism to manipulate local factions; consequently, Chunghua county has developed
4 local factions-Red, white, Chen and Lin factions. Among them, Chen and Lin factions
originated from Erlin township. The rise and fall of two Erlin factions exemplifies how
KMT manipulates democracy by imposing martial law and controls local political
figures by exerting its administration power , the distribution and allocation of the
interests of local factions. The oral account of important local people, Erlin township
representative council meeting minutes, and related-news reported by Taiwan News and
China Times News have completely exposed how KMT exercises its party power to
lead the government , revealed the process of their manipulating local factions and also
showed us how local factions leaders deal with the relationship with the Chinese
Nationalist Party. In this paper, KMT’s manipulation of local factions and the response
and countermeasures of local factions are discussed based on the above-mentioned

information and resources.

Keywords: Taiwan, Changhua Erlin, Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) , Local

Factions, Martial Law Period.
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