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Colony As New Homeland :

The Image of Taiwan in Masugi Shizue's Short Stories:

"Tomb in the South'" and ""Language of the South"

Chiu ,Ya— Fang'

Abstract

Masugi Shizue was a woman writer who grew up in Taiwan during
Japanese rule on the island. The dialectical relationship between "home"
and "homeland" had been the major concern in her writing project. The
short story "Tomb in the South" was seen the most representative one
among her early works. It, from the viewpoint of Japanese woman,
depicted colonial space as a prison overshadowed by patriarchal
dominance. "South" was like a metaphor of colonial degeneration and was
no difference to the tomb that buried the youth of women. However,
toward the end of the 1930s, she began to reinterpret Taiwan with the
short story "Language in the South", in which the protagonist Kimura
Hanako's fate was elevated to a political allegory implying that the colony
had become Japanese women's new homeland. Thus, the literary turn of
Masugi Shizue was embodied in the narrative turn as exemplified in these
two stories. When the tomb was turned into new homeland for a woman

as reflected in the stories, this writer's national identity ambivalently

! Assistant Professor, Department of Taiwan Language and communication, National
United University.
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expressed her resistant and embracing attitudes toward male state system.
These works fully exposed her eagerness for love, her anxiety over

wartime, and her imagination of nation— state.

keywords : South Colony New Homeland Masugi Shizue

Image of Taiwan
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