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A Comparison of Transitional Justice in Korea and Taiwan

— Focusing on the Problematic Aspects of the Jeju April

3" Incident '

Koh ,Sungman

Translated by Yu-Hsiang Fu ™
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to review the role of transitional justice theory in the
national arena from a critical perspective, to provide analysis that proves the necessity
of international or cross-regional historical rectification, and to use empirical research
to propose new possibilities in researching disputes and reconciliation. The Jeju April
3" Incident will be used as an actual example to discuss the issue of transitional
justice and overcoming a "negative legacy" of mass Killings brought about by state
violence. In order to expand the discussion, this study will use Taiwan's February 28
Incident as an example to compare and contrast between the two events. After the
mid-twentieth century, Taiwan walked down a similar path in history. Like the people
of Jejulsland, those in Taiwan have had the experience of dealing with the cruel mass
violence and a “negative past”. Therefore, Taiwan is used as a point of reference, and
through field research, the issues currently facing both parties will be further

explored.

' The second and the third section of this text arebased upon, with additions and revisions made, Koh,
S. (2010). Massacre and Remembrance in Jeju: From a Viewpoint of Reconstituting ‘the Dead’. In J.
Yamamoto (Ed.), Kokka to tsuito"Yasukuni Jinja kg kokuritsu tsuité shisetsu' ka o koete (pp.
163-209). Tokyo: Shakai Hydronsha. Sections 1, 5 and 6 are newly-written.

" The actual title of the author will be included later in the proofreading process as the author will
assume a post at JejuNationalUniversity in September.

" Associate Professor, Department of Applied Japanese, NationalPingtungUniversity
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The results of the analysis show that in the pursuit of transitional justice for the
Jeju April 3" Incident, a close and detailed examination of the true extent of state
violence was conducted, yet the focus was solely on issues such as the level of
damage to national identity, that is, whether the supposed purity of someone’s
ideological stance made them enough of a “victim”. On the other hand, in the case of
the February 28 Incident in Taiwan, compensation claims from the Japanese or
Korean family members of victims have been recognized in recent years. In the past,
determining whether someone was a victim had been an issue, but now there is a new
turning point. The goal of international or cross-regional historical rectification has
been realized in Taiwan, making it a model for Jeju and other East Asian societies to
consider when overcoming antagonism and disputes over views of historic events.
Headed by governmental organizations, Taiwanese society has endeavored to
implement transitional justice through the pursuit of historical rectification and
overcoming an “unjust history” that is the legacy of state violence. The manner in
which Taiwan has faced and dealt with the issue systematically can serve as an

example.

Keywords: transitional justice, Jeju April 3™ Incident, Taiwan’s February 28

Incident, victims
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" Mamdani, M. “Reconciliation without justice,” Southern African Review of Books, V0.46,1996, pp.
3-5.

® Phakathi, Timothy Sizwe and Hugo van der Merwe. “The impact of the TRC’s amnesty process on
survivors of human rights violations,” Truth and Reconciliation in South Africa: Did the TRC
Deliver?edited by Audrey R. Chapman and Hugo van der Merwe,Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press,2008,pp.116-142.
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